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ASSOC. PROF. LAr. Dr. OSMAN BIN MOHD TAHIR
President
Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia 
ILAM

YBHG. TAN SRI 
HJ. MHD. AMIN NORDIN BIN ABD. AZIZ
Mayor
Kuala Lumpur City Hall, DBKL

Welcome delegates, speakers and invited guests to the 
inaugural SPARK – International Landscape Architecture 
Dialogue, an unconventional design conference 
presented by the Institute of Landscape Architects 
Malaysia (ILAM) as part of the Landscape Architecture 
Agenda (LAA) initiative, leading to 2050.

SPARK or “Space + Park”, is part of the KUL Design 
Month 2017, a programme that celebrates the best 
that the design industry in Malaysia has to offer. We 
are delighted to be part of this prestigious festival and 
through SPARK, we will showcase and share some of 
the latest design solutions in the landscape architecture 
industry and at the same time highlight the collaboration 
between various professional bodies in Malaysia.

“Creating Space, Connecting People” is this year’s 
theme that aims to discuss how we can play a vital role to 
stitch our urban fabric and connect it by creating spaces 
for the public to come together, meet and socialise. 
Unlike ordinary conferences, the dialogue will take on 
a format like no other; featuring a keynote address, 
sharing sessions, panel discussions, documentaries, 
activities and even a walking tour.

SPARK would not have been possible without the 
collaboration between Dewan Bandaraya Kuala 
Lumpur and KUL Design Month 2017, Platinum PR, My 
Performing Arts Agency (MyPAA), Pertubuhan Akitek 
Malaysia (PAM) and all the supporting partners. Our 
heartfelt gratitude goes to everyone who has made this 
dialogue a reality. To all the delegates, we hope you 
will enjoy these next two days, gain new ideas, broaden 
your perspective and most importantly, create new 
networks.   

www.ilamalaysia.org

The Kuala Lumpur Design Month 2017 
(#kuldesignmonth) is proud to be celebrating its third 
installation and continues to head forward and recognise 
the positive changes that design contributes to Kuala 
Lumpur as well as the lives of its people.  In true spirit 
of design, Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur is excited 
to serve as an empty canvas where a kaleidoscope of 
public and private companies and individuals can come 
together to add colour to the entire month of October.  
KUL Design’s scope has expanded over the years from 
a homegrown design event with a series of activities to 
a full-fledge design festival encompassing more than 30 
programmes comprised of competitions, exhibitions, 
seminars, and performances.  

We are very grateful this year to have the Institute of 
Landscape Architects Malaysia launch their inaugural 
SPARK: International Landscape Architecture Dialogue 
in conjunction with KUL Design Month and introduce 
inhabitants of this wonderful city to the ‘greener’ pastures 
of the landscape and design industry.   Dialogues of 
this nature will not only educate the design industry on 
emerging trends and inspirational stories but also forge 
alliances and create connections that stimulate growth 
and camaraderie within the industry.

We wish SPARK all the best and hope for continuous 
and healthy dialogues to bring the design industry to 
even greater heights.

www.dbkl.gov.my



INSTITUTE OF LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS MALAYSIA, ILAM

Founded in 1981, the Institute of Landscape Architects 
Malaysia (ILAM) is Malaysia’s national professional 
association for landscape architects, representing 
more than 1,300 members. We lead the stewardship, 
planning, and design of built and natural environments 
across the nation.

The Institute’s mission is to advance landscape 
architecture and raise the visibility of the profession 
through advisory support to both public and private 
sectors. Education, accreditation support, international 
relations with other professional bodies, awards and 
recognitions within the industry and conducting 
seminars are programmes designed to uplift 
professional standards at all levels.

OUR VISION 
FOR THE NEXT 30 YEARS
In combatting the increased issues looming on the 
horizon, the Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia 
(ILAM) is taking a proactive and bold step, to pave the 
direction for our professional practice, and to play a 
more influential role in national development.

Landscape Architecture Agenda 2050 (LAA2050) is 
a 30-year agenda, comprising of our vision and 10 
Strategic Focus Areas (SFA) required to drive the 
landscape architecture professional forward. The 
initiative framework is in a developmental process until 
2020, when it will be implemented in full force, leading 
to 2050.

CONTACT
1-10-3, Presint ALAMI, 
Pusat Perniagaan Worldwide 2, 
Persiaran Akuatik, Seksyen 13, 
40100 Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia.
T : (603) 5523-4638  |  (6013) 2020827   
F : (603) 5519-0827   
E : ilamalaysia1981@gmail.com
Facebook : Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia

www.ilamalaysia.org

THE TEAM
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PLATINUM PR
Reputation, Service, Quality - it’s a Platinum Thing! 
Established in 2009, Platinum PR is a full service 
boutique public relations, marketing and events 
consultancy providing expertise to corporate and 
government clients. The agency has built a reputation 
based on its ability to provide clients with a personalised 
program and strategy that delivers their key messages 
efficiently. Our services include but not limited to the 
following:
  >   public relations
  >   event management
  >   advertising 
  >   digital marketing
  >   product launches
  >   general publicity
  >   social media management
  >   design & creative
  >   brand and personality profiling

CONTACT
Fauzia Sultan I Managing Director
+6016 337 5155 I fauzia_sm@yahoo.com
Pauline Darlington I PR & Events Director
+6012 654 3572 I paulinedarlington@gmail.com

MY PERFORMING ARTS AGENCY
A member of the International Federation of Arts 
Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA), MyPAA is one 
of Malaysia’s leading cultural and creative industries 
development partners that is set up to cultivate an 
ecosystem in which creative workers are able to do 
what they do best: tell stories, heal heartbreaks, 
explore and challenge their creative realms. We aim 
to promote entrepreneurship across multiple creative 
fields, nurture a skilled and empowered arts workforce, 
and multiply the number of people experiencing 
the arts. Our roles include arts management for arts 
organisations, strategic arts engagement and outreach 
planning.

FACEBOOK
MyPerformingArtsAgency

www.mypaa.com.my
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SPARK 2017
SPARK is a dialogue platform that gathers key leaders in 
the ‘Built Environment’ including landscape architects, 
architects, designers, engineers, environmental-
ists, developers, policy makers and market leaders 
of national and international standing to discuss on 
challenges in the industry and explore solutions for 
Sustainable Living. SPARK takes a closer look at efforts 
globally through this year’s theme – “Creating Spaces, 
Connecting People.

The purpose of SPARK is twofold: to illuminate the 
symbiotic relationship of creative thinking in the 
process of designing and the feasibility of improved 
creative thinking within a framework of “Designing 
Your Environment”.

THE DNA
• A knowledge driven vehicle
• A transformational and catalytic platform
• Breaks boundaries - an important platform to 

meet and discuss issues and solutions related to 
uplifting the Built & Design Industry as a whole 
from a country perspective and impact the way 
industry practitioners think and operate

• Builds networks - much needed conversation 
between industry stakeholders locally and interna-
tionally

• Empowers practitioners to create better work with 
information in hand

• It is a regional voice that propels us into a different 
light with global leaders

BENEFITS AND TAKEAWAYS
• Learn about new and upcoming projects, local 

and international, straight from the creators and 
promoters

• Establish new relationships and collaboration 
between practitioners, the public and private 
sectors

• Share of insights and experiences of industry 
players, their success stories and challenges

• Discover the secret recipe of what works and what 
doesn’t in “Designing Your Environment”

THE ORGANISERS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO AMEND THE PROGRAM 
IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE DIALOGUE

ABOUT
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Auditorium Foyer, Level 3

Level 2

Auditorium, Level 3

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 2017

09:00
Registration Opens 

09:00 - 09:45
Morning Tea Break  

09:45
Opening Performance
Tiah Ridhwani

10:05
Welcome Remarks
Assoc. Prof. LAr. Dr. Osman Mohd Tahir,
President, 
Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM)

10:15
Opening Remarks
YBhg. Tan Sri Hj. Mhd. Amin Nordin bin Abd. Aziz
Mayor of Kuala Lumpur
Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur (DBKL)

10:25
Keynote Address

THE PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE 
OF PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLES 
AND CARS ON ROADS
H.E. Karin Mössenlechner
Ambassador
The Dutch Embassy Kuala Lumpur (The Netherlands)
Streets were once the hubs of all social, political and cultural 
activities but after the World War 2 and cities becoming more 
and more industrialized, streets were transformed into roads 
to cater for the increasing popularity of cars and other modes 
of transportation.  Many global cities today design roads with 
drivers in mind, instigating hazard and minimizing community 
and social interaction. Streets have lost its attribute as 
a public space for gathering and have developed into a 
mere passageway for accessibility and connection. Today, 
many cities have begun changing the landscape. The city of 
Amsterdam has become one of the world’s most pedestrian 
and bicycle-friendly cities in the world.  The keynote address 
looks at how the city reprioritized people over automobiles.

11:00
Documentary 1
SUPERBLOCKS 
Modern cities are designed for cars but the city of Barcelona 
is testing out an urban design trick that can give cities back 
to pedestrians. This revolutionary concept will channel traffic 
to a number of big roads rather than secondary streets 
within the city thus reducing pollution and creating pedes-
trian-friendly passages and community spaces for recreation, 
leisure activities and community gathering. 

H.E. Karin Mössenlechner
After several jobs in journalism and politics H.E. Mrs. Karin 
Mössenlechner started her diplomatic career at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in 1997. She was first posted in The Hague, 
followed by a posting as Head of Political Section in New Delhi, 
India. From 2006 until 2010 she was Deputy Ambassador and 
Head of Economic Affairs in Berne, Switzerland. From 2010 
until 2011 she was Assistant Director European Integration at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in The Hague. She then went 
on a transfer to the Royal Netherlands Football Association 
(KNVB), where she worked as Coordinator security policy and 
public affairs, as well as deputy competition leader for the Dutch 
Premier League (Eredivisie). From 2013 until 2016 she was 
back at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in The Hague as Deputy 
Director Security Policy and in the latter part of that period also 
as coordinator for MH17. On 1 August she took up her posting 
as Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Malaysia.

Morning Refresher

11

IdeaSparks

BLOCK 1 
CONNECTING OR DIVIDING?
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11:05
PANEL SESSION 1:
ROADS: CONNECTORS OR DIVIDERS?

 Roads are the nerves in everyday life, from facilitating 
transport for people and the delivery of goods to being a 
source that promotes social cohesion and integration by 
providing easy access to mobility.  On the flip side, roads pose 
as a threat to certain members of a community (eg. children, 
disabled), the flora and fauna of a place; and in many cases 
become intrusive passages overloaded with automobiles 
that deter a pedestrian-oriented culture. Over the years, 
as a result to accommodate to the growth of automotive 
traffic, many roads have lost its role as public spaces that 
offer thriving, livable environments for people.  How do town 
planners and urban designers create these necessary infra-
structures that would serve the greater good by welcoming 
pedestrians, lifestyle activities and drivers alike but at the 
same time ensure they do not become safety hazards or 
geographic barricades?

MODERATOR
Khairiah Mohd Talha
Managing Director, KWA Planners (Malaysia)

PANELIST 1
LAr. Phuan Ying Zee
Associate Director, Design, Planning & Economic Dept.
AECOM (Malaysia)
The river once was the backdoor of development and a 
dumping ground that was disconnected from people’s daily 
lives. The River of Life project reconnected the city, the 
river and her people and contributed new innovations near 
Pasar Seni, conducted a new heritage trail and made a new 
attraction, the Blue Pond, which has changed the pedestrian 
network and created better connectivity between people. 
What is the bigger picture for AECOM’s River of Life project 
and how will they use the river as an urban connector?

PANELIST 2
Steven Tan 
Civil Engineering and Urban Transportation Department, 
DBKL (Malaysia)
DBKL has been connecting the city by using pedestrian 
pathways, cycling networks, overhead connectors and green 
connectors seen throughout the city, riverside and parks. 
What goes behind the planning of the Kuala Lumpur urban 
pedestrian network? What does the master plan consist of in 
regard to Kuala Lumpur’s connectivity in the future?

PANELIST 3
James Speirs
Research Fellow
Think City (Malaysia/South Africa)
Having lived in global cities as diverse as Cape Town, Sao 
Paulo and Beijing, James has acquired an interest in how 
developing cities are designed and what major problems are 
expected to complement the development. Design plays a 
major role in shaping our cities and societies. How will the 
design in pedestrian infrastructure make developing cities 
more organised and more liveable for its inhabitants?

13

Khairiah Talha
Khairiah Talha qualified as a Town Planner 
from the University of Melbourne, Australia. 
She has had 36 years’ experience as an 
Urban Planner, both in government and 
private sector and has been managing her 
own practice in the field of urban planning, 

urban design and planning research since 1996. Khairiah was 
also a member of the team from the Malaysian Institute of 
Planners who worked on the Low Carbon Cities Framework 
(LCCF) and Assessment System document for the Ministry of 
Energy, Water and Green Technology, Malaysia. She has led the 
training on Low Carbon Cities Framework (LCCF) for the Ministry 
and the Malaysian Green Technology Corporation, and other 
government agencies at Federal, State and Local levels. She is 
one of the contributors of the book entitled “Housing The Na-
tion-Policies, Issues and Prospects” published by the Institute of 
Strategic and International Studies Malaysia. She was appointed 
the General Manager of  the MIP Training Centre Sdn. Bhd. since 
April 2014 by the MIP Council.  

LAr. Phuan Ying Zee
Phuan Ying Zee’s experience is based on 
projects that range in size and complexity 
from large-scale master plans to smaller 
scale detail landscape designs. Project 
experience includes site-specific landscape 
implementation, parkland design, public 

realm landscapes and hotel resort master planning. She has 
been involved in many high profile projects throughout Asia, in 
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and China. Ying enjoys solving 
design and site related issue with creative design solutions that are 
specifically responsive to the unique site and task requirements. 
Ying’s deep passion for her Landscape Architecture profession 
inspires her throughout all her professional endeavors, making 
her a strong designer, leader, communicator and project 
manager. 

Steven Tan 
After getting his Bachelor of Science 
in Engineering (Civil) in Seoul National 
University, Korea in 1986, Steven Tan 
started to work at the Kuala Lumpur City 
Hall (DBKL). In his 31 years at DBKL, he 
gained a lot of experience in numerous 

departments. Currently he is managing operations of traffic 
signals, CCTV/VMS, Call Centre and Emergency Response Team 
at DBKL’s Transport Management Centre (IT IS). 

James Speirs
James Speirs is a South African researcher 
based in Kuala Lumpur with an interest in 
urban mobility. Having lived in global cities 
as diverse as Cape Town, São Paulo, and 
Beijing, he has acquired an interest in how 
we move. He advocates for pedestrian 
and cycling infrastructure.
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Rooftop, Level R

Auditorium, Level 3

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 2017

12:05
Documentary 2
Elevated Thinking:
The High Line in New York City
 
The High Line in New York City opened in 2009 and has since 
become a popular tourist attraction receiving almost five 
million tourists yearly. This documentary shows the story of the 
development of the High Line, from an elevated railway into a 
widely known public park. Today, the High Line, situated above 
the streets of Manhattan’s West Side, contributes to the greening 
of the city.

13:05 
Lunch Break

14:00
Sharing Session 1
Reducing Roadkill: 
Singapore’s Eco-Link at BKE
Stephen Caffyn
Principal
Stephen Caffyn Landscape Design (Singapore)

The Eco-Link at BKE in Singapore is an ecological bridge that 
connects the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve and Central Catchment 
Nature Reserve. Being the first ecological bridge built in 
Southeast Asia, its main purpose is to encourage animal crossing 
and to restore the connection between Singapore’s two nature 
reserves.

14:30
Activity 1
Origami Demonstration
Kenneth Ch’ng
Founding President, 
Origami Academy (Malaysia)

 Did you know that when you practice origami, you are activating 
your whole brain? It has long been known that origami has many 
benefits like developing eye hand co-ordination, sequencing 
skills, attention skills, patience, temporal spatial skills, math 
reasoning etc.

1515

Get Creative! 

Stephen Caffyn 
Stephen has over 25 years’ experience 
working as a Landscape Architect in 
private practice in the UK, Hong Kong, 
and Singapore. Stephen Caffyn is the 
Sole Proprietor and Principal Landscape 
Architect of Stephen Caffyn Landscape 

Design, a Singapore registered consultancy specializing in 
landscape design, urban design, landscape master planning, 
environmental impact assessments, and garden design. Stephen 
is a member of the Singapore Institute of Landscape Architects 
(SILA) Councils Advisory Committee. He has also been a part 
time lecturer for Lincoln University’s (NZ) Landscape Architecture 
BA (Hons) Degree Course, external examiner for Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic, and lecturer for the Public Utility Boards ABC 
Water’s Professional Certification programme. 

Kenneth Ch’ng 
A pioneer in the art of paper folding 
in Malaysia and a veteran from the 
semiconductor manufacturing industry 
for 15 years, he is the Founding President 
of Malaysia Origami Association and 
Malaysia Origami Academy. After 7 years 

of residing in Tokyo, Japan, he returned to Malaysia in 2012. He 
has accelerated the development of Paper Folding industry in 
the country by raising public awareness and created a platform 
for Malaysian folders to generate synergy, share ideas and 
nurture new talents. He has conducted more than 1500 origami 
workshops and talks in Malaysia since 2004 and being regarded 
as the father of Origami Development in Malaysia. 

 
15
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DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 2017

15:35
Product Talk 1
Plants & Biochar
Dr. Francis Ng
Resident Botanical Consultant to Secret Garden,
One Utama (Malaysia)

 Biochar is found in soils around the world as a result of vegetation 
fires and historic soil management practices. Intensive study 
of biochar-rich dark earths in the Amazon (terra preta), has led 
to a wider appreciation of biochar’s unique properties as a soil 
enhancer. Biochar can be an important tool to increase food 
security and cropland diversity in areas with severely depleted 
soils, scarce organic resources, and inadequate water and 
chemical fertilizer supplies. Biochar also improves water quality 
and quantity by increasing soil retention of nutrients and 
agrochemicals for plant and crop utilization. More nutrients stay 
in the soil instead of leaching into groundwater and causing 
pollution.

16:05
Sharing Session 2
The Story of Keemala: 
Dreaming Designs Based on Imagination
Pisit Aongskultong
Design Director
Pisud Co. Ltd (Thailand) 

 The design of the Keemala Hotel, a luxurious retreat in Phuket, 
Thailand, was inspired by the story of four imaginary clans that 
called Phuket their home. The hotel offers guests four unique 
design experiences via villas that represent different clans and 
their heritage and values. 

1717

SPARK EXTENSION VISIT 
The Usage of Biochar at the 
SECRET GARDEN of ONE UTAMA
Limited to 35 Pax
Sign up during SPARK 2017
at Registration Counter

Pisit Aongskultong
Pisit Aongskultong received his Bachelor of Interior Design 
Degree from Silpakorn University.  In 1989 he started working 
with the International Design Company “Bilky Llinas Design”, 
a prominent design company in the United States. Within two 
years, he had been appointed as Project Designer for five star 
hotels such as Grand Hyatt-Hong Kong, Grand Hyatt-Erawan, 
Hyatt Perth Australia, Aseana Hotel Bangkok and more. In 1993, 
Pisit gained experience in the design of showrooms and offices 
for companies such as Micro Fiber Head Office (Watkingkaew), 
Siam Aluminium Head Office (Patanakarn), Gems Creation 
Head Office (Patanakarn), Huego-Jarre Boutique (Siam Centre 
and Time Square), Onganok Boutique & Beauty Salong 
(Pattanakarn), Bann Apinya Project (Nonthaburi), Thana Tower 
Condominium (Ladprao), Thapra Condominium (Thapra), The 
Kee Resort & Spa (Phuket), The Vijitt Resort & Spa (Phuket), 
Impiana Resort & Spa (Phuket), Impiana Phuket Villa (Phuket), 
Holiday Inn (Phuket), Keemala and more.

Dare to Dream

BLOCK 2 
DESIGN AT HEART
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DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 2017

16:35
Sharing Session 3
Behind the Eyes of a Street Artist
Donald Abraham
Street & Visual Artist (Malaysia)

Street art is a composition to make a public statement about 
society and the community. Originally a form of graffiti and 
vandalism, this medium of creative expression has catapulted to 
become works of art that convey messages of social and political 
issues or simply for aesthetic reasons appreciating beauty. Today, 
many urban spaces are providing ‘blank canvases’ for street 
artists however some still scout for the challenges and risks that 
are linked with creating artwork in public places that are off limits. 
How does one gather inspiration to paint? What drives the artist 
to paint – the story behind the creation or the risk involved in the 
act?

16:55
Sharing Session 4
Unrefined Design Wonders 
LAr. Lee Wern Ching
Director
SD2 Sdn. Bhd. (Malaysia)

 SD2 is rooted with the principle of respecting nature by designing 
ecologically sustainable architecture.  The firm is a testament of 
synergizing with the environment through design principles that 
use earth-friendly methods, natural and recycled materials and 
solutions that are basic, raw and affordable. SD2 also promotes 
community sustainability by working on many local projects that 
allow for better appreciation of weather, culture and crafts.

  
17:15 
Tea Break  

1919

Lee Wern Ching 
Lee Wern Ching received a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture 
from the Universiti Putra Malaysia in 2001.  His professional 
career started in 2001 when he became a Landscape Architect 
of ACL Asia Sdn. Bhd.  A year later, he joined Seksan Design 
Sdn. Bhd. also as a Landscape Architect.  Wern Ching joined 
SD2 Sdn. Bhd. in 2008 as a Director of the company and is still 
with the company to date.  He is also a corporate member of the 
Institute Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM).
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Bangsar Neighbourhood

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 25 OCTOBER 2017

17:25
Activity 2 
Hipster/Urban Walk 
Let’s get out of the seminar hall and explore some of the hipster 
and trendy spaces of Bangsar, designed for the urbanites.
(Choice of visit is based on first come first serve basis, during the 
registration)

2121

APW Bangsar (80pax)
APW Bangsar was one of the most productive 
printing factories in Kuala Lumpur from the 
60s to the 80s. Now it has been given new 
life to be a centre of creativity. APW has 
been redesigned to be an urban spot for 
the community, by bringing people together 
from diverse backgrounds through events, 
workshops and programmes.

Plant Cartridge (30pax)
In order to solve the global food production 
shortage, Plant Cartridge is hoping to 
help, by using  a sustainable micro urban 
farming method. This method makes use 
of less resources and produces local crops 
with higher quality and is more affordable 
compared to food, which is produced at 
industrial farms. Plant Cartridge is providing 
the tools and aims to be a platform to support 
every household to grow their own food. 

Uppercase APW (10pax)
The workspace of Uppercase is inside the 
APW old printing factory, which has been 
redesigned as a collaborative workspace for 
people who want to work in an energizing 
space. The mission of Uppercase is: “to be a 
platform for the exchange of ideas to inspire 
and encourage innovation.”

Sekeping Tenggiri (15pax)
Sekeping Tenggiri was designed by Seksan 
Landscape Architecture in Bangsar. The hotel 
is tucked away in Bangsar and is an oasis of 
silence and peace. The raw and industrial 
design make the place very minimalistic and 
calm. Local elements have been incorporated 
into the design beginning with the selection 
of plants used, to more subtle elements such 
as local design components giving the space 
a more Malaysian feel.

PAM Centre (55pax)
The new PAM Centre is an eye-catching, 
contemporary eight-story building located 
along Jalan Tandok in Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur. 
The centre has a definite minimalist vibe with 
its exposed brick and concrete walls. Squarish 
openings and skylights promote natural 
lighting, cool the building, and reduce the 
use of electricity. The roof of the building is 
an area filled with greenery that contains 
the buildings solar system. This makes the 
building very green and has a low-energy 
usage.  

DAY 2: THURSDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2017

09:00
Registration Opens 

09:00 - 09:45
Morning Tea Break  

09:45
Opening Performance
Sivagami Selvarajan 
& Usha Ojha

Auditorium Foyer, Level 3

Level 2

Auditorium, Level 3

Morning Refresher
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BLOCK 3 
PLACEMAKING

Auditorium, Level 3

DAY 2: THURSDAY, 26 OCTOBER 2017

2323

10:05
PANEL SESSION 2:
APPROACHES TO CREATIVE PLACEMAKING

The National Endowment for the Arts (USA) defines creative 
placemaking as when “partners from public, private, nonprofit 
and community sectors strategically shape the physical and 
social character of a neighborhood, town, tribe, city or region 
around arts and cultural activities. Creative placemaking 
animates public and private spaces, rejuvenates structures 
and streetscapes, improves local business viability and public 
safety, and brings diverse people together to celebrate, 
inspire and be inspired.” The panel explores this trend and 
how regeneration initiatives can evoke local qualities of a 
place through involving the community through arts and 
culture. 

MODERATOR
LAr. Teng Pe Yang
Chairman, ILAM Northern Chapter 
ILAM MLAA Young Landscape Architect 2016

PANELIST 1
Joe Sidek
Festival Director
George Town Festival & Butterworth Fringe Festival 
(Malaysia)
 The well acclaimed George Town Festival brings together 
different artistic communities based locally and abroad.  
From a creative placemaking perspective, what are the 
considerations taken into account when planning for the 
festival and how are public and unconventional spaces in 
the city used for the arts? How is the collaboration between 
the local community, corporate sector and city council 
orchestrated in order to realise the festival?

PANELIST 2
Norliza Hashim
Managing Director, APUDG (Malaysia)
 Norliza Hashim has been providing innovative planning 
solutions that have contributed towards the quality of life of 
local communities, as an urban planner. She believes in the 
balance between flexible economics in creating places of 
residence that are efficient, culturally appropriate and envi-
ronmentally responsible. How does urban planning contribute 
to placemaking for both residential and commercial areas? 
And how does this bring the communities and city to life?

PANELIST 3
Kenneth Wong See Huat
Founder, People Ideas Culture (Malaysia)
Kenneth Wong will talk about curating the Bangsar Place 
Making Walk and how his oral history collection of the 
neighborhood contributed to the experience. He will share 
the conceptualisation of the Overhead Bridge Festival and 
the bottom up approach planning process behind the Kinrara 
Artist Village. What is behind his concept of “Shared Value, 
Shared Space” and co-creating impacts for social causes?

Teng Pe Yang 
Pe Yang graduated from the University 
of Melbourne with a Bachelor degree in 
Architecture and Landscape Architecture. 
Prior to returning to Penang in 2012 to 
set up his own practice, Permata Green, 
he worked in Melbourne as a landscape 

architect as well as a design tutor for the Melbourne School of 
Design (MSD) at the University of Melbourne. Pe Yang is currently 
a technical advisor to Think City, a community-based urban 
rejuvenation organisation, and the current Northern Chapter 
Chairman of the Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia 
(ILAM). He is one of the recipients of the Young Landscape 
Architect Award during the 2016 Malaysian Landscape 
Architecture Awards (MLAA) in recognition for his contribution 
as an emerging landscape architect to the Malaysian landscape 
architecture profession.

Joe Sidek 
With over thirty years of experience in 
the world of culture and creativity, Joe 
Sidek has established himself as one 
of Malaysia’s leading advocates of the 
arts. An industrialist by trade and an 
entrepreneur by nature, Joe has organised 

countless cultural performances across Malaysia, including 
government-sponsored events. His innovative expertise and 
business acumen, as well as his visionary passion, has led to his 
appointment as Festival Director of the George Town Festival in 
2010. Joe has spent the last six years raising the profile of the 
festival and has since been invited to speak around the region 
about his role in the creation and continued growth of George 
Town Festival. 

Norliza Hashim 
Norliza Hashim’s passion lies in the 
promotion of sustainable development 
and providing innovative planning 
solutions that contributes towards the 
quality of life of local communities. An 
urban planner by training she has led 

several key projects in Malaysia and across the many regions 
that AJM Planning & Urban Design Group (APUDG) has reached 
out to. Her many experiences has seen her as a strategic master 
planner that believes in the good balance of flexible economics 
in creating places of habitation that are efficient, culturally 
appropriate and environmentally accountable. She plays an 
active role in the promotion of planning in Malaysia and sits 
in various non-profit organizations and advisory panels in the 
country. She is responsible for leading the development of the 
National Low Carbon Cities Assessment Framework and has led 
the preparation of the Comprehensive Development Plan of 
Iskandar Malaysia, the blueprint for the first economic region in 
Malaysia and the lead planner for the Kuala Lumpur City Plan 
2020.

Kenneth Wong See Huat
As an emerging social entrepreneur, 
Kenneth Wong has curated the Bangsar 
Place Making Walk via his oral history 
collection in the neighborhood.  His 
pending Overhead Bridge Festival has 
won the grand award in the Young 

People Lab 2016.  He has also relentlessly conducted three 
public engagements on his bottom up approach in realising 
re-adaptive use of an abandoned army quarter into the Kinrara 
Artist Village. He has cultivated a good sense of identifying 
possibilities to activate the city nodes through his time living 
abroad; in Hong Kong, Berlin and Singapore. He advocates the 
concept of “Shared Value, Shared Space” and for more private 
entities to look into mutual collaboration that could create an 
impact for social causes. He has published a paper titled “Pop 
Up Urbanism, a Future for Southeast Asia” in IFLA (2015) and has 
presented a paper “People, Ideas, Culture in Creating Shared 
Value Society” in Bandung International Creative Movement 
Conference in October 2016.
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Rooftop, Level R

Auditorium, Level 3
   
11:10
Placemaking Talk
Joanne J T Mun
Program Manager & Urban Designer
Think City (Malaysia)

The talk consists of an introduction of Think City, their way 
of doing business and several placemaking case studies and 
exercises about public space design. The session will encourage 
discussion in order to find creative solutions for spaces via better 
understanding of placemaking.

12:10
Product Talk 2
Architectural Playground
Joanna Ong
Playpoint (Malaysia)

Playpoint had been collaborating with Carve from Amsterdam 
developing exciting, modern and award winning playscape 
areas all around Asia. The projects include Gardens by the Bay, 
Interlace, Corals and Vivocity to name a few.

12:25
Product Talk 3
Colour Consultation
Susastri Abdul Rahim
Senior Associate, Colour & Design, DULUX (Malaysia)

 An expert colour designer shares about the latest trends and 
timeless colour schemes to help bring any home or office to 
life. Learn about creating a colour palette using favourite trend 
colours from the past and present to design a balanced and 
harmonious colour scheme.

13:00
Lunch Break
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Trends 

Joanne JT Mun 
Joanne is the Programme Manager 
and Team Leader of the Planning and 
Design Unit for Think City, a commu-
nity-based urban rejuvenation outfit 
that seeks to increase the wellbeing of 
communities by creating more sustainable 

and liveable cities. At Think City, Joanne leads a small team of 
urban designers and architects, cultural historians and young 
executives in the development of Transformation Plans. The 
urban regeneration process takes into account the need to 
recognize the importance of cultural markers through the lens 
of the communities, which include public places and private 
buildings that are “acupuncture points”. She has developed 
action plans for Butterworth Old Town, George Town, and Johor 
Bahru; setting policies and actions to be pursued with regards 
to land use, conservation and development, public realm, traffic, 
infrastructure and institutional management. She also developed 
the Downtown Kuala Lumpur Public Realm Improvement Plan, 
which is currently being implemented. Prior to Think City, Joanne 
worked in Sydney, Australia as an Architect, Urban Designer and 
Planner for over a decade. She is also a Registered Architect with 
the NSW Architects Registration Board in Australia.
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Auditorium, Level 3
14:00
Documentary 3
The World in 2050
How would our world look like in 2050? It’s expected that 
there will be 9 billion people living on the planet using more 
resources and technology than ever before. It is predicted 
that a massive migration of people, about three-quarter of the 
world’s population, will occur into urban areas.  This documentary 
presents a preview of the future, especially on themes such as 
food, global warming and the climate crisis.  

14:45
Briefing Session
Landscape Architecture Agenda 2050
Assoc. Prof. LAr. Dr. Osman Mohd Tahir President
Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM)
Landscape Architecture Agenda 2050 (LAA2050) is a 30-year 
agenda, comprising of ILAM’s vision and 10 Strategic Focus Areas 
(SFA) required to drive the landscape architecture professional 
forward. The initiative framework is in a developmental process 
until 2020, when it will be implemented in full force, leading to 
2050.

15:00
Activity 5
Brain “Spark” Session 
on the ideal city of tomorrow 
Moderators from
Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM)
Group 1: Visibility
Group 2: Resource management
Group 3: Experiences and needs
Group 4: Conducive living
Group 5: Security and safety
Group 6: Economic return
Group 7: Human capital enhancement
Group 8: Best practice
Group 9: Education and research
Group 10: Technology and system

15:30
Idea Sharing
5 Best Solutions for the future
Moderator
Assoc Prof. LAr. Dr. Suhardi Maulan
Vice President, Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia 
(ILAM)
Each group will present 5 best ideas  from the Brain Spark Session 
and the ideas may be adopted to LAA2050 Special Focus Areas.

16:30
Closing Remarks
Assoc. Prof. LAr. Dr. Osman Mohd Tahir President
Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM)
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APPRECIATION
 
YBhg. Datuk Seri Hj. Mhd. Amin Nordin bin Abd. Aziz
Mayor of Kuala Lumpur, Kuala Lumpur City Hall

H.E. Mrs. Karin Mössenlechner 
Ambassador, The Dutch Embassy Kuala Lumpur 

Assoc. Prof. LAr. Dr. Osman Mohd Tahir
President, Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM)

Assoc Prof. LAr. Dr Suhardi Maulan
Vice President, Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia 
(ILAM)

Hj. Mohd. Sahak bin Surip
Director, Project Implementation & Building 
Maintenance Department
Kuala Lumpur City Hall

Sharifah Junidah bt Syed Omar
Deputy Director, Project Implementation & Building 
Maintenance Department
Kuala Lumpur City Hall 

Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
The Dutch Embassy Kuala Lumpur
KUL Design 2017 Secretariat
Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM)
KWA Planners 
AECOM Malaysia
Civil Engineering and Urban Transportation Department, 
DBKL
Think City Sdn Bhd
Stephen Caffyn Landscape Design
Origami Academy
Pisud Co. Ltd.
SD2 Sdn. Bhd.
ILAM Northern Chapter
George Town Festival & Butterworth Fringe Festival
Urbanice Malaysia
Art Printing Works Sdn. Bhd. (APW)
Uppercase Sdn. Bhd.
Plant Catridge 
Sekeping.com
Dr. Francis Ng
Donald Abraham
People Ideas Culture
YMWOO Corporation Sdn. Bhd.
Playpoint Malaysia Sdn. Bhd.
Akzo Nobel Paints (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. (DULUX)

ILAM Council Members 2016/2018
SPARK 2017 Volunteers

Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM)
Ar. Mustapha Kamal Zulkarnain
Norazam Victor Abdullah

Members of Media
Hartini Mohd Nawi, Sub Editor, Features, Harian Metro 
Selamat Pagi Malaysia Team (RTM)

Performers
Tiah Ridhwani
Sivagami Selvarajan
Usha Ojha
Organised by Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM) in 
collaboration with Platinum PR Sdn. Bhd. and My Performing Arts 
Agency

BLOCK 4 
SOLUTIONS FOR TOMORROW
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